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This Bulletin issue is dedicated to IP and agribusiness, focusing on topics under current debate.
Jean-Luc Gal introduces this issue with the Notice issued by the European Commission on the
Biotech Directive and the subsequent developments. The European Seed Association (ESA) explains
the interface between patents and plant variety rights (PVR) which led to the creation of the PINTO
database.
The CPVO provides an overview on the administrative arrangement for a bilateral cooperation
between the EPO and the CPVO, while EPO speaks about patentable inventions relating to plants
and animals. Juan Antonio Vives-Vallés, Assistant Lecturer at the University of the Balearic Islands,
focuses on the balance between IP systems and the future of crop innovation in Europe in the light
of the new breeding techniques.
In this issue 4iPCouncil has interviewed the CEO of Vitirover, an SME that has used IP to protect its
sustainable and efficient invention in the field of agribusiness. Philipp von Kapff and the CPVO have
contributed a joint article on the interface between trade marks and variety denominations, and
Massimo Vittori, Managing Director of oriGIn, writes about geographical indications and sustainability.
In addition, Marco Musumeci, from the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research
Institute (UNICRI), focuses on counterfeiting and food frauds, while Philippe de Jong and Elena
Bertolotto, from the Altius law firm, explain to us the first compulsory licence case before the CPVO,
posing the question on how to strike the balance between PVR and the public interest.
Finally, the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) presents to us
their new electronic application system, UPOV PRISMA, and the International Seed Federation
provides us with their position paper on illegal seed practices.
As per usual, the Bulletin reports information about the European IPR Helpdesk’s past and future
events together with the latest updates from our Helpline service, as well as a brand-new
agribusiness quiz and our usual patent quiz.
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